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“Alternatives” Film Ready for Circulation, 
Committee Views Compieted Film at Recent Meeting 


“T’m Don Murray. These men share a conviction 
with me, that war is never the answer to a problem. 
We are pacifists, and it is the pacifist conviction that 
a meaningful life is one that is spent in significant 
service to one’s fellow man. As a result of these 
affirmative convictions, pacifists do not permit them- 
selves to bear arms. Pacifism may not be an easy 
way of life.” 


With these lines actor Don Murray, pictured be- 
low, introduces himself to the audience in the film 
“Alternatives”. He has donated his services as 
narrator for the film. As a conscientious objector 
doing alternative service he spent several years in 
Europe doing construction work, working in a boys’ 
club, and later in a refugee camp. Before his pres- 
ent contract with the movie industry, he had success 
in several Broadway plays. Both he and his wife 
are giving very substantially of their income for the 
support of a refugee resettlement project in Italy. 
Through his experience as a CO, Don truly became 
attached to the problems of those whom he attempted 
to serve. 


On December 15, the production committee for the 
new CO film “Alternatives” had the rewarding 
experience of viewing the finished product. The 
showing of the film at the Visualscope office in New 
York City brought to reality the long-time dream of 
a number of leaders in the CO field. After two 
years of concentrated labor, a film portraying the 
alternatives available to conscientious objectors un- 
der the draft law is now available for purchase or 
rental. This is the first film of its type ever 
produced. 


Information on the advantages of a career in the 
Army, Navy, or Air Force is everywhere at hand 
through the Armed Forces information services 


and through public media such as the radio, TV, 
movies, newspapers and magazines. This film will 
help to fill a serious gap in public information re- 
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Don Murray narrating film “Alternatives” 
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News and Views on Selective Service 


A total of 136,000 men were requested for the year 
of 1958 by the Department of Defense, according to 
figures released by the Selective Service System. 
These requests varied from 10,000 to 13,000 men 
per month during the past year. In September, 
October, November, and December calls were for 
11,000 men. January, June, July, and August re- 
quests were for 10,000 each, and in the remaining 
months of February, March, April, and May a figure 
of 18,000 was named. 


The Selective Service System has been asked to 
single out 9,000 men for the coming January, accord- 
ing to the newsletter SELECTIVE SERVICE. 
Although the Armed Forces are planning reduction 
of strength by about 71,000, the Defense Department 
says that “the planned manpower cut does not imply 
any lessening need for Selective Service.” The total 
strength of the Armed Forces as of September 30, 
1958, was 2,598,512. This is a decrease of more than 
6,000 from the previous month’s total. 


General Hershey, Director of Selective Service, in 
a press interview stated, “No statistics we’ve ever 
had would indicate you can maintain anywhere near 
two million people in uniform without compulsion.” 
He has reportedly asked the Administration to ex- 
tend Selective Service powers another four years. 
The Department of Defense supports this request for 
extension of the program, as do all of the various 
veterans organizations which have acted on the issue 
to date. The Catholic War Veterans are the only 
group which have not yet voiced their opinion on the 
extension of the induction authority. 


Robert B. Myers: 


NSBRO Attorney-Advisor 
Recent Court Cases Involving CO’s 


USA v. STEPLER, CCAs, 258 F2d 310, decided 
July 23, 1958. Larry Dean Stepler was ordered ac- 
quitted by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, on 
the grounds that he had been denied procedural due 


process and that the Appeal Board’s classification 
did not correct the local board’s illegal procedure. 


As is apparently the present policy, the Justice 
Department recommended and Selective Service 
classified the Jehovah’s Witness as a Conscientious 
Objector while at the same time denying him a 
ministerial classification. Stepler refused I-W work 
and was thereupon indicted, tried and convicted. 


After a good deal of classification and reclassifica- 
tion and refusals to reopen, the loca] board denied 
Ministerial Classification to Stepler on a number of 
grounds, one of which was that “A member of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses does not qualify for 4-D classi- 
fication for the reason that he does not have the 
training and qualifications of an ordained minister.” 
(Stepler also asked for I-O, and got it.) This writ- 
ten statement by the local board remained in the file 
all during the time that the Appeal Board considered 
and classified, and the Court said: “The question in 
a case of this kind is whether the original irregu- 
larities before the local board affected the review of 
the appeal board, in other words, whether the de- 
cision of the appeal board perpetrated the procedura! 
errors of the local board, U.S. v. Chodorski, CCAz, 
1956, 240 F2d 590.” And then went on to quote 
from Sicurella v. U.S., 1955, 348 U.S. 385, “Here, 
where it is impossible to determine exactly the 
grounds the appeal board used for decision, the 
integrity of the Selective Service System, demands, 
at least, that the Government not recommend illegal 
grounds.” 

* + + 


Kenneth G. Hanauer and Jack A. Grabill have 
appealed their cases to the Supreme Court and that 
Court should soon make a determination whether or 
not it will entertain the appeal. As stated in the 
July issue of the REPORTER, the Court of Appeals 
of Maryland ruled that these men must take ROTC 
if they want to attend the University of Maryland, 
notwithstanding the fact that Selective Service had 
classified them as Conscientious Objectors, and not- 
withstanding the fact that they had already served 
two years of compulsory service contributing to the 
maintenance of the national health, safety or 
interest. The record and the jurisdictional state- 
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Recent Court Cases (Contd.) 


ment were filed in the Supreme Court on December 
15th. 


* * * 


The recent case of BATTERTON v. U.S., decided 
in November by the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
gives hope that at least some of the federal courts 
are relaxing the long-established rule that Con- 
scientious Objectors cannot raise meritorious de- 
fenses in their Court cases unless they have reported 
to the induction station and there refused induction. 


In the Batterton case, he had not reported to the 
induction station but was ordered acquitted when 
the Court of Appeals found no basis in fact for 
denying his claim. The Attorney General apparent- 
ly overlooked this point (exhaustion of administra- 
tive remedy) at the trial, but later raised the point 
in a Petition for Rehearing, citing two 8th circuit 
cases and one Supreme Court case in support of this 
rule. Nonetheless, the Court denied the Petition for 
Rehearing and refused to reopen the case. 


It has always seemed to this writer that this 
rather harsh rule regarding exhaustion of admin- 
istrative remedies, especially the one about reporting 
to the induction station, is inequitable and unrealis- 
tic and should not be adhered to by the Courts. 


News Briefs 


The Central Board for Conscientious Objectors 
of Great Britain reported happily on a change of 
policy by the Ministry of Defense. It was agreed as 
of January 1958, to include reference to the right 
to apply for registration as a conscientious objector 
in the customary announcement to draft age youth 
regarding Registration Day on the B.B.C. In prac- 
tice, the Ministry went a good deal further, and 
also included this point in their press releases. 


*- * *# 


Last month we erroneously reported that Mrs. 
Rudd Brown, who has been active in Friends peace 
work, had been elected to the House of Representa- 
tives in the recent election. This California candi- 
date was however defeated by more than 10,000 
votes and false publicity was due to a miscount of 
the votes. 


7 Qo -8 


An Ashland county, Ohio Amish man, Andrew E. 
Shrock, was released from the federal prison camp 
at Allenwood, Pennsylvania, on December 18th. 


Shrock, a CO, refused to do any civilian work in lieu 
of military service. Judge Weick in commuting the 
sentence, stated he “would have been eligible for 
parole in another five months anyway, and further 
imprisonment would not have changed his attitude 
toward draft service.” Weick sentenced him on 
September 19, but allowed him to go free because 
the Amish community argued they needed him as a 
teacher. The judge also noted that Shrock is an 
only son, and Christmas is nearing. 


> . * 


Abolishment of military conscription was sug- 
gested by the Section II of the Fifth World Order 
Conference called by the National Council of 
Churches in mid-November. This section dealing 
with “The Power Struggle and Security in a Nu- 
clear-Space Age” proposed that the system of mili- 
tary conscription be abolished and the authority of 
the Selective Service System be allowed to lapse upon 
its expiration in June. They suggested other means 
of manpower recruitment be used in a changeover 
of military policy. They also suggested our govern- 
ment enlarge the staffs to study disarmament, and 
that savings on arms be devoted extensively to aid 
to underdeveloped countries. Other steps were sug 
gested to promote disarmament including unilateral 
suspension of nuclear tests. 


The editor of the French pacifist weekly, 
LIBERTE, and a contributor face charges of sedi- 
tion and incitement of revolt in the armed forces. 
The charges relate to an article last February in 
which Francis Dufour defended the action of Alban 
Liechti who refused to fight in the “unjust war” in 
Algeria. Defour further emphasized the need for 
complete conscientious objection to war in his article. 
Louis Leicoin, the editor is surprised that such a 
harmless article should be the pretext for prosecu- 
tion. 

7” * > 


A I-W, his wife, and a relative recently were 
accused of armed robbery in Denver, Colorado and 
the story was reported on the front page of a Denver 
daily paper. The three were cornered by police and 
FBI agents at the Mountain States Bank. A pedes- 
trian saw the woman sitting in a car fondling a gun 
while the two men entered the bank. The trio in- 
volved in this comedy of errors, were welcomed to 
Colorado by authorities, after it was discovered that 
their most harmful weapon was a water pistol. The 
men were merely planning to open an account at 
the bank. They were allowed to keep the pistol ac- 
cording to the I-W newspaper, “The Denver Post- 
Mortem.” 





“Alternatives” (Contd.) 


garding the choices available to young men who are 
subject to the draft. Persons counselled by the 
NSBRO and by others interested in conscientious ob- 
jectors include a significant number who are sincere 
CO’s but had never heard of the legal provision for 
such persons, or had not received sufficient informa- 
tion to enable them to make timely use of these 
procedures. By providing more adequate informa- 
tion to high school and college-age youth concerning 
the alternatives afforded under the draft law this 
film will enable young men to make their choices 
more intelligently, and will help those who are CO’s 
to find their way into the most meaningful service 
available. (Brief mention is made of the legal pro- 
vision for those who are willing to do noncombatant, 
but not combatant, service in the Armed Forces and 
those who for conscience sake refuse to comply with 
Selective Service requirements, even to the extent of 
refusing registration.) The main thrust of the film 
deals with the position and work of those qualifying 
for the I-O and I-W classifications. 


Although there are several live action scenes, the 
major part of the film uses the filmagraph technique 
which is basically an art technique utilizing color, 
line, movement, shades and camera technique to 
express the basic ideas. Visualscope, Inc., of New 
York City, produced this portion of the film. Live 
action sequences were filmed on actual projects of 
alternative service workers both in the USA and 
abroad. 


The script was written by Stanford Sobel, profes- 
sional script writer, who during World War II 
served in Civilian Public Service in Puerto Rico. 
Hoyt Griffith, who directed the live action sequences 
is also a CO. He is a recent college graduate and has 
yet to do his alternative service. 


As reported before, there will be three special 
literature items prepared for use in connection with 
the film. Those desiring information regarding the 
film can write for the promotional flier. Still another 
leaflet will be available for distribution at showings 
of the film. This will provide supplementary infor- 
mation in more detail about the conscientious objec- 
tor position, since a film of this length can not 
possibly include all of the detail necessary. A leaders 
guide will be available in still greater detail, with 
information on the Alternative Service Program and 
the pertinent Selective Service Regulations. 


Mention should again be made of the cooperating 
agencies, which have made financial contributions to 
the production expenses of the film. They include 
American Friends Service Committee, Brethren 
Service Commission, Church of God (Anderson, 
Indiana), Congregational Christian Service Com- 
mittee, Congregational Christian Fellowship for 
Peace, Disciples of Christ-United Christian Mission- 
ary Society, Disciples Peace Fellowship, Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, Mennonite Central Committee, 
Methodist Board of World Peace and other Meth- 
odist groups, National Council for Prevention of 
War, Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom, and Five Years Meeting of Friends. 


The National Service Board for Religious Objec- 
tors, as well as many of the cooperating agencies 
will have films available for purchase or for rental. 
Films are to be available to the agencies from the 
processing laboratory as of January 1, 1959. The 
film runs 24 minutes. Purchase price has been set 
by the committee at $125.00. The rental fees are set 
at $7.50 per showing and $25.00 per week. Already 
there have been a number of requests for scheduling 
of the film for the coming year and we urge prompt 
action on the part of those wishing to secure the 
film for showing. 
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